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LUKE 23:9

pleased, because for a long time he had been
wanting to see him. From what he had heard
about him, he hoped to see him perform some
miracle. *He plied him with many questions,
but Jesus gave him no answer. 10The chief
priests and the teachers of the law were
standing there, vehemently accusing him.
"Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and
mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant
robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 1?That day
Herod and Pilate became friends—before
this they had been enemies. : 3

Pilate called together the chief priests,
the rulers and the people, 4and said to them.
."You brought me this man as one who was
inciting the people to rebellion, | have ex-
amined him in your presence and have found
no basis for your charges against him.
I5Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to
us; as you can see, he has done nothing to
deserve death. 6Therefore, T will punish him
and then release him.’’c

'8With one voice they cried out, **Away
with this man! Release Barabbas to us!™
("Barabbas had been thrown into prison for
an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)

“*Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed
to them again. 2'But they kept shouting,
“Crucify him! Crucify him!™

2For the third time he spoke to them:
*Why? What crime has this man committed?
I have found in him no grounds for the death
penalty. Therefore I will have him punished
and then release him.”

ZBut with loud shouts they insistently de-
manded that he be crucified, and their shouts
prevailed. 24So Pilate decided to grant their
demand. 25He released the man who had
been thrown into prison for insurrection and
murder, the one they asked for, and surren-
dered Jesus to their will.

The Crucifixion

2As they led him away, they seized Simon
from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the
country, and put the cross on him and made
him carry it behind Jesus. 27A large number
of people followed him, including women
who mourned and wailed for him. 28Jesus
turned and said to them, ‘‘Daughters of Jeru-
salem, do not weep for me; weep for
yourselves and for your children. 29For the
time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed
are the barren women, the wombs that never
bore and the breasts that never nursed!’
30Then

™

746

do not know what they are doing.’"* And they
divided up his clothes by casting lots.

3The people stood watching, and the
rulers even sneered at him. They said, *‘He
saved others; let him save himself if he is the
Christ of God, the Chosen One. "

. ¥The soldiers also came up and mocked
him. They offered him wine vinegar Vand
said, “'If you are the king of the Jews, save
vourself.” /

3There was a written notice above him,
which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS,

¥0ne of the criminals who hung there
hurled insults at him: ‘‘Aren’t you the
Christ? Save yourself and us!”’

“But the other criminal rebuked him.
“Don’t you fear God,’* he said, *‘since you
are under the same sentence? 4'We are
punished justly, for we are getting what our
deeds deserve. But this man has done
nothing wrong. "

42Then he said, ‘‘Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom. /"’

4\Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you the truth,
today you will be with me in paradise.”’

Jesus’ Death

#It was now about the sixth hour, and
darkness came over the whole land until the
ninth hour, 4for the sun stopped shining.
And the curtain of the temple was torn in
two. 4Jesus called out with a loud voice,
“Father, into your hands I commit my
ls]pnlu." When he had said this, he breathed

1s last.

“"The centurion, seeing what had hap-
pened, praised God and said, “*Surely this
was a righteous man.”" ¥When all the people
who had gathered to witness this sight saw
what took place, they beat their breasts and
went away. ¥But all those who knew him,
including the women who had followed him
from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching
these things.

Jesus’ Burial

%Now there was a man named Joseph, a
member of the Council, a good and upright
man, S'who had not consented to their deci-
sion and action. He came from the Judean
town of Arimathea and he was waiting for the
kingdom of God. 52Going to Pilate, he asked
for Jesus® body. 53Then he took it down,
wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a
tomb cut in the rock, one in which no-one had
yet been laid. 54It was Preparation Day, and
2k £ 1 L O ‘,’eg]n-

P Jshy Ghalgdl
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come with Jesus
e{)h and saw the
s laid in it. 56Then
ared spices and
n the Sabbath in
ent.

y of the week, very

s nght, the other on his left.
HMJesus said, **Father, forgive them, for they

“16 Some manuscripts Aim." '"Now he was obliged to release one man to them at the Feast.

€34 Some early manuscripts do not have this sentence.

~carly in the morning, the women took
spices they had prepared and went to the

d30 Hosea 10:8

742 Some manuscripts come with your kingly power
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came so loud that 24Pilate decided to give
them what they wanted. 25He set free the
man who was in jail for rioting and murder,
and he handed Jesus over to them to do with
him as they wished.

Jesus Is Crucified

26As they led Jesus away, Simon, a man
from Cyrene, was coming in from the fields.
They forced him to carry Jesus’ cross and to
walk behind him.

27A large crowd of people was following
Jesus, including some women who were sad
and crying for him. 28But Jesus turned and
said to them, “Women of Jerusalem, don’t
cry for me. Cry for yourselves and for your
children. 29The time is coming when people
will say, ‘Blessed are the women who cannot
have children and who have no babies to
nurse.” 30Then people will say to the moun-
tains, ‘Fall on us!” And they will say to the
hills, ‘Cover us!” 31If they act like this now
when life is good, what will happen when
bad times come?’'n

32There were also two criminals led out
with Jesus to be put to death. 33When they
came to a place called the Skull, the soldiers
crucified Jesus and the criminals—one on
his right and the other on his left. 34Jesus
said, ‘“Father, forgive them, because they
don’t know what they are doing.”’n

The soldiers threw lots to decide who
would get his clothes. 35The people stood
there watching. And the leaders made fun
of Jesus, saying, “He saved others. Let him
save himself if he is God’s Chosen One, the
Christ.”

36The soldiers also made fun of him, com-
ing to Jesus and offering him some vinegar.
37They said, “If you are the king of the Jews,
save yourself!” 38At the top of the cross
these words were written: THIS IS THE
KING OF THE JEWS.

LUKE 24:2

wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember

me when you come into your Kingdom.”
43Jesus said to him, “I tell you the truth,

today you will be with me in paradise.”’n

Jesus Dies

44]t was about noon, and the whole land
became dark until three o’clock in the after-
noon, 45hecause the sun did not shine. The
curtain in the Temple” was torn in two.
46]Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father, |
give you my life.” After Jesus said this, he
died.

47When the army officer there saw what
happened, he praised God, saying, “Surely
this was a good man!”

48When all the people who had gathered
there to watch saw what happened, they re-
turned home, beating their chests because
they were so sad. 49But those who were
close friends of Jesus, including the women
who had followed him from Galilee, stood
at a distance and watched.

Joseph Takes Jesus’ Body

50There was a good and religious man
named Joseph who was a member of the
council. 51But he had not agreed to the other
leaders’ plans and actions against Jesus. He
was from the town of Arimathea and was
waiting for the kingdom of God to come.
52Joseph went to Pilate to ask for the body
of Jesus. 53He took the body down from the
cross, wrapped it in cloth, and put it in a
tomb that was cut out of a wall of rock. This
tomb had never been used before. 54This
was late on Preparation Day, and when the
sun went down, the Sabbath day would
begin.

55The women who had come from Galilee
with Jesus followed Joseph and saw the
tomb and how Jesus’ body was laid. 56Then
the women left to prepare spices and per-
fumes

ted, as the

Jsi; New Century Version 4es i (il
(213 G S £l o g gian ¥ AU ) el i)
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day of the
~women came to

ished justly, getting what we deserve for

what we did. But this man has done nothing pare

the to ging the spices they had pre-

ey found the stone rolled away

W31 1f . . . come? Literally, “If they do these things in the green tree, what will happen in the dry?”
23:34 Jesus . . . doing.” Some Greek copies do not have this first part of verse 34. 23:43 paradise Another
word for heaven. 23:45 curtain in the Temple A curtain divided the Most Holy Place from the other part of
the Temple, the special building in Jerusalem where God commanded the Jewish people to worship him.
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two criminals to crosses, one on each side
of Jesus.

34-35 Jesus said, “Father, forgive these
people! They don’t know what they’re
doing.”m

While the crowd stood there watching
Jesus, the soldiers gambled for his clothes.
The leaders insulted him by saying, “He
saved others. Now he should save himself,
if he really is God's chosen Messiah!”

36 The soldiers made fun of Jesus and
brought him some wine. 37 They said, “If
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!”

38 Above him was a sign that said, “This
is the King of the Jews.”

3 One of the criminals hanging there
also insulted Jesus by saying, “Aren’t you
the Messiah? Save yourself and save us!”

40 But the other criminal told the first
one off, “Don’t you fear God? Aren’t you
getting the same punishment as this man?
41 We got what was coming to us, but he
didn’t do anything wrong.” 12 Then he said
to Jesus, “Remember me when you come
into power!”

43 Jesus replied, “I promise that today
you will be with me in paradise.”

The Death of Jesus
(Matthew 27.45-56; Mark 15.33-41;
John 19.28-30)

41 Around noon the sky turned dark and
stayed that way until the middle of the af-
ternoon. 4> The sun stopped shining, and
the curtain in the templee split down the

LUKE 23, 24

felt brokenhearted and went home. 49 All of
Jesus’ close friends and the women who
had come with him from Galilee stood at a
distance and watched.

Jesus Is Buried
(Matthew 27.57-61; Mark 15.42-47;
John 19.38-42)

50-51 There was a man named Joseph,
who was from Arimathea in Judea. Joseph
was a good and honest man, and he was
eager for God’s kingdom to come. He was
also a member of the council, but he did
not agree with what they had decided.

52 Joseph went to Pilate and asked for
Jesus’ body. 53 He took the body down from
the cross and wrapped it in fine cloth.
Then he put it in a tomb that had been cut
out of solid rock and had never been used.
>4 It was Friday, and the Sabbath was about
to begin.?

55 The women who had come with Jesus
from Galilee followed Joseph and watched
how Jesus’ body was placed in the tomb.
56 Then they went to prepare some sweet-
smelling spices for his burial. But on the
Sabbath they rested, as the Law of Moses
commands.

Jesus Is Alive
(Matthew 28.1-10; Mark 16.1-8;
John 20.1-10)

2 4 Very early on Sunday morning the
women went to the tomb, carrying
the spices that they had prepared. 2 When

Silds ghaial)

ble sight. Then after they had seen it, t

T halgh 2 J&  Contemporary English Version 4-»‘»
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tone rolled away from the
ent in. But they did not
e Lord? Jesus, 4 and they
t to think.

0 men in shining white
ood beside them. ® The women
were afraid and bowed to the ground. But

"23.34,35 Jesus said, “Father, forgive these people! They don’t know what they're doing.”: These
words are not in some manuscripts. n23.43 paradise: In the Greek translation of the Old
‘Testament, this word is used for the Garden of Eden. In New Testament times it was sometimes used
for the place where God’s people are happy and at rest, as they wait for the final judgment.

°23.45 curlain in the temple: There were two curtains in the temple. One was at the entrance, and
the other separated the holy place from the most holy place that the Jewish people thought of as
God’s home on earth. The second curtain is probably the one which is meant. r23.54 the
Sabbath was about to begin: The Sabbath begins at sunsct on Friday. 724.3 the Lord: These
words are not in some manuscripts.
23.34,35 a Ps 22.18; b P’s. 22.7.
23.46 Ps 31.5. 23.49 1k8.2, 3.

23.36 Ps 69.21. 23.45 Ex 26.31-33.
23.56 Tix 20.10; Dt 5.14.
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sus Faces Herod

When Pilate heard of Galilee,* he
ked if the Man were a Galilean.

And as soon as he knew that He be-
iged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him
Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at
at time.

Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was
ceedingly glad; for he had desired for a
1g time to see Him, because he had
ard many things about Him, and

hoped to see some miracle done by
m.

Then he questioned Him with many
rds, but He answered him nothing.

And the chief priests and scribes stood
d vehemently accused Him.

Then Herod, with his men of war,
ated Him with contempt and mocked
m, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and
1t Him back to Pilate.

That very day Pilate and Herod be-
me friends with each other, for previ-
sly they had been at enmity with each
1er.

<ing the Place of Barabbas

Then Pilate, when he had called to-
ther the chief priests, the rulers, and the
ople,

said to them, “You have brought this
in to me, as one who misleads the peo-
.. And indeed, having examined Him in
ar presence, | have found no fault in this
in concerning those things of which you
cuse Him;

“no, neither did Herod, for I sent you
ck to him;* and indeed nothing deserv-
; of death has been done by Him.

“I will therefore chastise Him and re-
se Him”

(for it was necessary for him to release
¢ to them at the feast).®

And they all cried out at once, saying,
vay with this Man, and release to us
rabbas”—

who had been thrown into prison for a
‘tain rebellion made in the city, and for
irder.

Pilate, therefore, wishing to release

LUKE 23:40

with loud voices that He be crucified. And
the voices of these men and of the chief
priests prevailed.*

24 So Pilate gave sentence that it should
be as they requested.

25 And he released to them® the one they
requested, who for rebellion and murder
had been thrown into prison; but he deliv-
ered Jesus to their will.

The King on a Cross

26 Now as they led Him away, they laid
hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian,
who was coming from the country, and on
him they laid the cross that he might bear
it after Jesus.

27 And a great multitude of the people
followed Him, and women who also
mourned and lamented Him.

28 But Jesus, turning to them, said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for
Me, but weep for yourselves and for your
children.

29 “For indeed the days are coming in
which they will say, ‘Blessed are the bar-
ren, wombs that never bore, and breasts
which never nursed!’

30 “Then they will begin ‘to say to the
mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills,
“Cover us!”™

31 “Forifthey do these things in the green
wood, what will be done in the dry?”

32 There were also two others, criminals,
led with Him to be put to death.

33 And when they had come to the place
called Calvary, there they crucified Him,
and the criminals, one on the right hand
and the other on the left.

34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what they do.”* And
they divided His garments and cast lots.
35 And the people stood looking on. But
even the rulers with them sneered, saying,
“He saved others; let Him save Himself if
He is the Christ, the chosen of God.”

36 The soldiers also mocked Him, coming
and offering Him sour wine,

37 and saying, “If You are the King of the
Jews, save Yourself”

38 And an inscription also was written

jus, again calle
But they sh
m, crucify Hi
Then he sai
'hy, what evil
reason for de
astise Him an

gl 2 Jsi New King James Version 4 5
(AaY AdLa) Ll o JuSl G g8 (g Canidn g B jlsal) )

ek, Latin, and

E JEWS.

Is who were
ying, “If You
and us.”

But they were Trr

6§*NUText omits of Galth reads for he sent Him back to us.

se17. 23:23 *NUText onfits and of the chief priests.  23:25 *NU-Text and MText omit fo them.
30*Hosea 10:8  23:34 *NUText brackets the first sentence as a later addition.
23:39 *NUText reads Are You not the Christ?

itten and in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew.

g, rebuked him,

TOErOrT U IO SerrTer YTl

23:17 *NUText omits

23:38 *NUText omits
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